'I RAQ,
238 students, to fifteen with 1863 students. Nor has the increase
in schools been attended by a decrease in the quantity or
quality of the teachers, although they arc admittedly still
inadequate in numbers and in training. The return of Iraqi
students sent abroad at the expense of the Government in lieu
of setting up its own Higher Educational Institutions has brought
fresh blood, progressive ideas and new standards to Education
to an extent not equalled by any other Ministry. Careful
efforts have also been made, particularly in recent years, to
adapt Western methods to 'Iraq instead of blindly adopting
them. In this respect, the educational system in vogue in
present-day Turkey has been looked to as furnishing a model.
Notwithstanding these praiseworthy achievements, concern
has been expressed both by clniqls and by others lest various
tendencies, now observable in the educational system, mar the
work of the Ministry. Such trends seem to be: the extension
of the number of schools without maintaining their grade or the
standard of work required by them; the failure of the Ministry
to dissociate itself entirely from political struggles and con-
troversies; and the acquisition by students of the view that
education is vocational rather than cultural in aim and that
government positions should be the reward of their school
certificates. On the ability of the educational system to free
itself from these handicaps, cither by the wise direction of
educational affairs on the part of those in authority or by the
growth of a new attitude on the part of the people themselves,
will depend much of the continued progress of 'Iraq.
In other fields, a health service has been in existence since
the British Occupation, a Medical School has been created at
Baghdad, plague and cholera checked and sanitary regulations
for the corpse traffic to the Holy Cities imposed. On the other
hand, the Medical School has been unable to provide sufficient
highly trained graduates with a willingness to take posts in out-
lying districts. Medical centres are unable to reach but a small
portion of the total population. Malaria, tuberculosis and eye dis-
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